
Santa Fe Indian School

Re-Entry Plan

School Year 2021-2022
(will be updated quarterly)

SFIS RESPONSE TO COVID-19

This plan is subject to change based evolving health and safety guidance for mitigating coronavirus.

Updates will be communicated to the SFIS community via NASIS Messenger and
the updated Re-Entry Plan will be posted on the SFIS Website.

SFIS, Updated 10/22/21 1



TABLE OF CONTENTS

INTRODUCTION 4

GUIDING PRINCIPLES 4

FOUNDATIONAL GUIDANCE 6

TRAINING 6

SECTION 1: DELIVERY OF INSTRUCTION, SERVICES, AND STUDENT SUPPORT 7

ACADEMIC PROGRAMMING 7

STUDENT LIVING PROGRAM 8

COUNSELING CENTER 8

SCHOOL HEALTH CENTER 8

FOOD SERVICES 9

TRANSPORTATION 9

ATHLETIC PROGRAM 9

SECTION 2: PROMOTION OF HEALTH AND SAFETY 10

SAFE AND HEALTHY CAMPUS 10

VENTILATION and AIR FLOW 10

PHYSICAL BARRIERS 10

SANITIZING and DISINFECTING 10

SIGNAGE 12

SAFETY and SANITIZING SUPPLY INVENTORY 12

COVID-SAFE PRACTICES & PROCEDURES 13

COVID-19 VACCINATION 13

RESPONSE TO SICKNESS, COVID-19 POSITIVE CASES, AND CLOSE CONTACT 13

FACE MASKS 14

PHYSICAL DISTANCING 14

HYGIENE 14

GATHERINGS 15

COVID-SAFE MEALS 15

SHARING OF MATERIALS 15

COVID-19 SCREENING TESTING PROGRAM 16

STUDENT AND STAFF SCHOOL-SPONSORED TRAVEL 16

COVID-SAFE ATHLETIC PARTICIPATION 16

COVID-SAFE TRANSPORT 17

CAMPUS ACCESS 18

SFIS STAFF SCREENING AND CAMPUS ACCESS 18

SFIS STUDENT SCREENING AND CAMPUS ACCESS 18

COVID-19 SYMPTOM SCREENING for VISITORS 19

PARENTS, GUARDIANS, AUTHORIZED ADULTS, AND STUDENT FAMILY MEMBERS ON CAMPUS 19

VISITORS ON CAMPUS 20

VISITORS WHO ARE PICKING UP STAFF, DROPPING OFF STAFF, or DROPPING OFF ITEMS TO STAFF 20

UNDER 21 VISITORS 20

SFIS, Updated 10/22/21 2



SCHOOL EVENTS AND ATHLETIC GAMES 20

RESPONSE TO SICKNESS, COVID-19 POSITIVE CASES, AND CLOSE CONTACT 21

SFIS STUDENT: COVID-19 GUIDANCE TREE 21

SFIS STAFF: COVID-19 GUIDANCE TREE 23

SICK STUDENTS and STAFF 24

CONFIRMED POSITIVE CASE OF COVID-19 26

GUIDANCE FOR STUDENTS AND STAFF AFTER COVID-19 CLOSE CONTACT 28

STUDENTS WITH UNDERLYING MEDICAL CONDITIONS 29

SECTION 3: PLAN FOR TRANSITIONING TO SCHOOLWIDE DISTANCE LEARNING 32

CRITERIA for TRANSITIONING TO DISTANCE LEARNING 32

COMMUNICATION 32

ACADEMIC PROGRAM 33

STUDENT LIVING PROGRAM 33

TRANSPORTATION 34

COUNSELING CENTER 34

SCHOOL HEALTH CENTER 34

FOOD SERVICES 35

ATHLETIC PROGRAM 35

SECTION 4: RESOURCES 36

SFIS COVID-19 VACCINE MANDATE: FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 36

GENERAL COVID-19 INFORMATION and DEFINITIONS 38

SFIS, Updated 10/22/21 3



INTRODUCTION

The SFIS Re-Entry Plan establishes conditions and procedures for in-person learning, living, and working in SY21-22.

The plan also includes options for continued online learning for students and families who are not yet comfortable

returning to SFIS campus. This plan, including online learning options, will be revised and updated quarterly based on

health and safety guidance for mitigating coronavirus.

GUIDING PRINCIPLES

OVERARCHING STRATEGIC PLAN-ALIGNED PRIORITIES

● To ensure the health and safety of our students and staff, their families, and their communities.

● To provide high-quality teaching, learning, services, and support for our students.

● To create equity through instruction and services that are accessible to all students.

● To support all SFIS staff in their work to promote students’ learning, social and emotional wellbeing, and personal
and collective health and safety.
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DELIVERY OF INSTRUCTION, SERVICES, AND STUDENT SUPPORT

Return to In-Person Learning and Services

The SFIS Curriculum and student services are best delivered and engaged with in-person. Students will benefit most
from the interactive and collaborative design of the SFIS curriculum when engaging and collaborating with their peers,
teachers, and staff and when accessing all on-campus resources and services. For this reason, SFIS strongly encourages
in-person learning in SY21-22.

Promote Holistic Wellbeing

SFIS recognizes that students and staff, their families, and their communities have experienced a wide range of
challenges due to the pandemic; these challenges have impacted SFIS students’ and staff members’ social, emotional,
physical, and mental health. SFIS is committed to supporting the overall health and wellness of our SFIS stakeholders.

Provide Short-Term Online Option and Remote Access

SFIS recognizes, respects, and honors tribal ordinances, as well as family and student comfort levels, and, for that
reason, will provide an online learning option, as well as Telehealth counseling services. This option is not intended to
replace in-person learning or services and is designed to be a short-term option until students who choose it return to
campus. This option will be offered in Quarter 1; continuation of this option will be determined on a quarterly basis.
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PROMOTION OF HEALTH AND SAFETY

COVID-19 Vaccine Mandate

Full vaccination for COVID-19 is the best protection against the disease and is the most effective COVID-19 mitigation
strategy. The higher the percentage of fully vaccinated people in a community, the more protected all members of that
community and those they interact with will be. For that reason, the SFIS Board of Trustees unanimously approved a
COVID-19 Vaccine Mandate for students and staff. Detailed information, including exemption options, are included in
Section 4: Resources.

The conditions and procedures in this document are based on the vaccine mandate resulting in a high percentage of
vaccinated students and staff: as of October 20, 2021, 98.5% of all SFIS’ full and part time staff, including coaches and
substitutes, are fully vaccinated for COVID-19. In addition, as of October 20, 2021, 96.7% of SFIS students are fully
vaccinated.

Take a Precautionary Approach* Layer Mitigation Strategies* Be Flexible & Adapt*

SFIS will err on the side of caution
when it comes to health and safety.
At the same time, SFIS also recognizes
that there is no ‘zero risk’ and, for
that reason, we are committed to
prevention, as well as risk and harm
reduction.

No single mitigation strategy can
prevent the transmission of
COVID-19. SFIS will approach
re-entry with a layered defense
against coronavirus, where many
interventions and mitigation
strategies are combined to lower the
risk of exposure and reduce the
spread of disease.

The scientific community’s
understanding of COVID-19 continues
to evolve, so disease spread and
timing are not fully predictable. SFIS
recognizes that the collective
understanding of the coronavirus will
evolve and, for that reason, SFIS will
adopt a flexible and adaptive
approach to health and safety.

*Adapted from Schools for Health: Risk Reduction Strategies for Reopening Schools by Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health

FOUNDATIONAL GUIDANCE

While SFIS is following and reviewing a variety of resources, it is most closely reviewing guidance from the following:

● Tribal Ordinances and Stay-at-Home Orders

● Centers for Disease Control (CDC)

● New Mexico Department of Health (NMDOH)

TRAINING

It is very important that all staff and students understand all of the steps that SFIS has taken to create a safe and
healthy campus and understand all of the COVID-Safe Practices and Procedures to ensure everyone and their
communities stay safe and prevent the spread of the virus.

SFIS staff and students will receive training in the Re-entry Plan, including all expectations, practices, and procedures.
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SECTION 1: DELIVERY OF INSTRUCTION, SERVICES, AND STUDENT SUPPORT

This section outlines the programs and services offered by SFIS in SY21-22.

Please see “Section 2: Promotion of Health and Safety” for details on how SFIS is keeping our campus healthy and
safe and for detailed COVID-Safe Practices.

ACADEMIC PROGRAMMING

SEE “SECTION 2” FOR DETAILED COVID-SAFE PRACTICES

In-Person:

The Middle and High School Academic Programs will return to pre-pandemic in-person course schedules, offerings,
curriculum, and instruction. The SFIS curriculum, which is aligned to the SFIS Mission and Vision and includes the Ideal
Graduate Skills, Foundational Topics, Core Values, and Common Core, Next Generation Science Standards, and New
Mexico State Standards, is best delivered and engaged with in-person. Students will benefit most from the interactive
and collaborative design of the SFIS curriculum when engaging and collaborating with their peers, teachers, and staff
and when accessing all on-campus resources and services. For this reason, SFIS strongly encourages in-person learning
in SY21-22.

Chromebooks will continue to be used daily in most classes and students will need to bring their chromebooks charged
to school everyday and take them home everyday. Dorm students will always need to take home their Chromebooks
and school materials over the weekends and long breaks in the case that they need to quarantine due to a close contact
in the home or isolate due to contracting COVID-19.

In-Person Learners who must be absent for any reason may participate in their classes online to keep up with school
work, but must provide an excused absence from in-person learning upon return to school to be counted in attendance
for classes they attended online during their absence/s. In-Person students self-selecting to be online without an
excused absence will be counted absent. The option to attend online should not be abused or taken advantage of in
place of being at school with teachers and peers. If In-Person learners know they will be absent for an extended period
of time, Individual Learning Plans will be developed with the academic program.

Online Option:

A short-term online option is offered to students for Quarters 1 and 2. Continuation of this option will be determined on
a quarterly basis. The online option is a hybrid model. Online Learners will follow the bell schedule and attend their
assigned classes virtually at home. There will be certain limitations to what Online Learners will be able to do and the
lessons and instruction may look different than what is offered via in-person instruction. Online Learners will be
provided with the technology necessary to engage in the online option. Students will be required to have their cameras
on during class, unless approved by the principals.

Individual Learning Plans for Long-Term Absences:

Individual Learning Plans will be developed on a case-by-case basis for individual students who must be absent for long
periods of time whether online or in-person.

All School Distance Learning:

A return to partial or full distance learning may be necessary due to the status of the coronavirus pandemic and/or due
to positive COVID-19 cases on campus. In the case of a partial or full return to distance learning, the daily schedule will
mirror in-person learning and continue online via Google Classroom. Teachers and students will be equipped with the
technology necessary to engage in distance learning. Distance learning will be different from the online option and will
be designed to continue the in-person curriculum remotely.
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STUDENT LIVING PROGRAM

SEE “SECTION 2” FOR DETAILED COVID-SAFE PRACTICES

The Student Living Program will support enrichment activities to reflect the SFIS Schoolwide Health and Wellness
Program Purpose: to provide programming that enables and teaches SFIS students to make healthful choices regarding
physical, emotional, and social/behavioral wellness by embracing Native American values.

Parents and students are strongly encouraged to bring weekly essential items for the entire duration of stay. There will
be no off campus opportunities to allow for individual shopping. Parents/Guardians are recommended to allow
students to stay on campus for the entire week.

Students are allowed to be checked out during the week and return within the week.

Public transportation, such as New Mexico Railrunner services, will not be available for dormitory students.

COUNSELING CENTER

SEE “SECTION 2” FOR DETAILED COVID-SAFE PRACTICES

There will be counseling staff available Monday through Thursday 7:00 AM to 8:00 PM and Fridays 7:00 AM to 5:00 PM
in the Counseling Center. Outpatient counseling services either in person at school or via Telehealth will be available.
Counseling Services are available for all SFIS students - those who are in-person and those who choose the online
option. Counseling services will continue via Telehealth if SFIS returns to distance learning.

The SFIS Counseling Center has licensed clinical counselors to support all high and middle school students and utilizes a
holistic wellness framework that honors the whole person and the profound influence of the family system on the
adolescent. Services embrace the SFIS Core Value of Acceptance (inclusive of diversity) and are provided in a trauma
informed and culturally sensitive manner.

The Counseling Center provides the following services:

● Drop-In counseling available Monday-Friday 8:00am-4:00pm in School Health Center
● Short term (8-12) sessions of individual, group, or family therapy
● Community referrals and resources as needed for additional student and family support
● Telehealth family therapy sessions

See the following webpage for community mental health resources:

● https://www.sfis.k12.nm.us/community-resources

SCHOOL HEALTH CENTER

SEE “SECTION 2” FOR DETAILED COVID-SAFE PRACTICES

The SFIS School Health Center will be open Monday through Thursday from 8:00 AM to 4:30 PM, Fridays from 8:00 AM
to 4:00 PM, and Sundays from 4:00 PM to 8:00 PM, concurrent with the school calendar. The health center hours may
be subject to change.

SFIS, Updated 10/22/21 8

https://www.sfis.k12.nm.us/community-resources


FOOD SERVICES

SEE “SECTION 2” FOR DETAILED COVID-SAFE PRACTICES

We will provide breakfast and lunch to all students and dinner to students staying in the dorms.

All students will be physically distanced while eating indoors. Outdoor eating will be encouraged.

Afterschool snacks will be provided to students daily. Students can bring pre-packed snacks.

Students are encouraged to bring refillable water bottles because water fountains will be closed. Refillable water 
stations are available for student use.

Students will not be allowed to have outside food deliveries from third party delivery services, such as Uber Eats, 
DoorDash, GRUBHUB, and Dashing Delivery. Community vendors (food/Craft)are not allowed on campus.

TRANSPORTATION

SEE “SECTION 2” FOR DETAILED COVID-SAFE PRACTICES

SFIS transportation will be available Monday-Friday to day students.

ATHLETIC PROGRAM

SEE “SECTION 2” FOR DETAILED COVID-SAFE PRACTICES
SFIS will resume its Athletic Program in SY21-22 with fall sports for all students who have submitted completed
physicals and will follow the New Mexico Athletic Association (NMAA) schedule.

Since SFIS will offer sports in SY21-22, there is no longer the option to play for a student’s home district school for any
sport. Student athletes will be held to NMAA transfer rules if they decide to continue to play at their home district
school and must disenroll from SFIS to do so.

Students who have selected the online option for the quarter will not be eligible to participate in athletics at SFIS.
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SECTION 2: PROMOTION OF HEALTH AND SAFETY

SAFE AND HEALTHY CAMPUS

SFIS is prepared to provide a healthy, safe, in-person learning and living environment for students and working
environment for staff. This section of the Re-entry Plan outlines the layered mitigation strategies SFIS has in place to
promote healthy and safe facilities on campus.

VENTILATION and AIR FLOW

In accordance with CDC guidance; the American Society of Heating, Refrigerating, and Air-Conditioning Engineers’
(ASHRAE) Guidance for Building Operations during the COVID-19 Pandemic; and the Harvard T.H. Chan School of
Public Health’s Risk Reduction Strategies for Reopening Schools, SFIS is using a three-tiered approach to ventilation
and air-flow mitigation strategies.

Tier 1: Introduce Outdoor Air
SFIS is prepared to set up multiple outdoor spaces for learning and gathering. Outdoor activities will be encouraged.

Tier 2: Increase Filter Efficiency
All HVAC system filters have been upgraded to MERV-13 filters to increase the level of air filtration on recirculated air.

Tier 3: Supplement with Air Cleaners
Synexis sanitizing devices have been installed in all classrooms and dorm rooms, as well as in most common areas.

PHYSICAL BARRIERS

Barriers

The campus has been equipped with barriers and safety partitions in areas where there is fixed and steady
interaction, like reception desks.

No Contact Infrastructure
Touchless water bottle fillers have been installed in all buildings. Lockout kits have been installed on all water
fountains.

SANITIZING and DISINFECTING

Handwashing Stations:

Hand washing stations have been placed across campus

Hand Sanitizing Dispensers:

Hand sanitizing dispensers have been placed in all locations on campus.

General Disinfection Measures:

The following sanitizing and disinfecting measures have been instituted. All areas will continue to be disinfected by
facilities staff and cleaned regularly by our custodial staff. In addition, the cleaning steps outlined below will be taken
to continue the disinfection of workplace surfaces, chairs, tables, etc. to protect students and employees in reducing
transmission risk.

All employees are also required to maintain this safety standard by cleaning and disinfecting in accordance with the
frequency stated below.

SFIS will provide cleaning materials to all staff to periodically wipe down assigned work areas and frequently touched
surfaces in their classroom/office proximity.  
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Category Area Responsible/Frequency
Workspaces Classrooms, Offices Facilities staff/ Custodial staff/ and

SFIS staff at the end of each use/day
Appliances Refrigerators, Microwaves, Coffee

Machines, etc.
SFIS staff using them/Daily

Electronic Equipment Copier machines, Shared computer
monitors, TV’s, Telephones,
keyboards. etc.

SFIS staff using them/at the end of
each use/day and/or between use

General Used Objects Handles, light switches, sinks,
restrooms, etc.

SFIS staff/at least 4 times a day

Buses Bus seats, handles/railing, belts,
window controls

Drivers/at the end of each trip use

Common Areas Cafeteria, Library, Conference rooms,
Gyms, Common Areas

Common Areas will be cleaned
regularly by the custodial staff. Staff
are also encouraged to assist with
cleaning commonly touched surfaces.

Deep Cleaning and Disinfection Protocol:

Deep cleaning is triggered when there is a confirmed positive case of COVID-19 on campus. It includes:

● Close off areas used by the sick person within the last 24 hours and do not reopen the areas until cleaning and

disinfection are complete;

● Only necessary classroom(s), buildings will be closed for deep cleaning;

● In the event of a partial or full building closure, follow the direction given by your Principal or Director;

● All staff will be notified of the classroom or building closure;

● Ensure safe and correct use and storage of cleaning and disinfection products, including storing products

securely away from children.

Bus and School Vehicle Cleaning Protocols:

Bus drivers or custodial staff must disinfect the buses in the following minimum intervals:

● Before starting a route to pick up students

● After the morning and afternoon routes

Disinfection of buses must be performed following the cleaning protocols listed below. All staff using a school vehicle
must also follow these cleaning protocols.

● Make sure to ventilate the bus while cleaning and disinfecting. Open doors and windows.

● Wear PPE while cleaning and disinfecting school vehicles and buses.

● Clean high contact surfaces first. Daily sanitizing of surfaces and objects that are touched often: seatbacks,

steering wheels, railings, buttons, pull cords, radio, door handles, shift knobs, dashboard controls.

● Remove all trash.

● Wipe walls near windows and seats.

● Clean spills.

● Sweep the floor daily and mop as needed and/or once a week.

● Follow guidelines on proper application of product use, including dilution requirements, or the time that

disinfectants need to remain on the surface in order to be effective at killing the virus.

Other requirements

● Wash hands before and after driving.

● Wear gloves when possible outside of the vehicle, especially when fueling.

● SFIS has installed hand sanitizer dispensers in buses for students and drivers to sanitize upon entry and exit.
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SIGNAGE

Signage regarding health and safety, maximum occupancy, physical distancing, and room closures is posted
throughout campus. All staff and students are expected to adhere to posted signage. Signs/posters with public health
messaging can be obtained from the School Health Center.

SAFETY and SANITIZING SUPPLY INVENTORY

SFIS will maintain inventory of:

● Personal Protective Equipment (PPE), such as face masks, face shields, gloves, and other protective gear;
● Sanitizing supplies, such as soap, disinfectant, cleaning sprays, hand sanitizer, paper towels, and tissues; and
● Safety supplies, such as touchless thermometers.
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SECTION 2: PROMOTION OF HEALTH AND SAFETY

COVID-SAFE PRACTICES & PROCEDURES

All COVID-Safe Practices and Procedures will apply to all students and staff regardless of vaccination status.

When CDC, State, and SFIS guidance differs, the most restrictive will apply.

COVID-19 VACCINATION

The SFIS Board of Trustees unanimously approved a COVID-19 Vaccine Mandate for students and staff. This means that
SFIS is requiring all students and staff to be fully vaccinated or submit an exemption for COVID-19 before coming to
campus this year.

If your student has not yet been vaccinated, PLEASE MAKE AN APPOINTMENT TODAY. Students 12 years and older
are considered fully vaccinated for COVID-19 two weeks after their second dose in a 2-dose series of the Pfizer vaccine.
SFIS is providing exemptions; please see the COVID-19 Vaccine Mandate Frequently Asked Questions in Section 4 for
details.

If your student has already been vaccinated, you must submit their COVID-19 vaccination card to SFIS via email or
mail to the Admissions Office. For more information, see the COVID-19 Vaccine Mandate Frequently Asked Questions
in Section 4 for details.

For more information about the COVID-19 vaccine, scheduling an appointment for your student, and the SFIS Vaccine
Mandate, please see the COVID-19 Vaccine Mandate Frequently Asked Questions in Section 4 for details.

For information on COVID-19 Vaccination Booster Shots, see Section 4.

RESPONSE TO SICKNESS, COVID-19 POSITIVE CASES, AND CLOSE CONTACT

GO TO PAGE 21

All students and staff must stay home if they are sick and follow the COVID-19 Guidance Trees.

All students and staff must follow the COVID-19 Guidance Trees located on pages 21-23, if they:

● are ordered to quarantine by their tribe
● test positive for COVID-19
● are sick (see last page of the Re-Entry Plan for a symptom list)
● have been in close contact with someone in their home who has tested positive for COVID-19
● have been in close contact with someone outside their home who has tested positive for COVID-19

CLOSE CONTACT at SFIS

Someone who was within 6 feet of a person who tests positive for COVID-19, regardless of whether face masks were
worn, for a cumulative total of 15 minutes or more over a 24-hour period and the contact was within 48 hours of:

● the onset of the positive person’s symptoms OR
● an asymptomatic person’s test (not when they received the test results).

A cumulative total of 15 minutes or more over a 24-hour period could be, for example, three five-minute exposures in
24 hours.
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FACE MASKS

Appropriate Face Masks

● All students and staff must have an appropriate face mask with them at all times.

● All appropriate face masks (whether disposable or reusable) must:

○ Be made with at least two layers of breathable material;

○ Fully cover the nose and mouth and secure under the chin;

○ Fit snugly but comfortably against the side of the face;

○ Be secured with ties or ear loops and allow the wearer to remain hands-free; and

○ NOTE: Neck gaiters, open-chin triangle bandanas, and t-shirts pulled up over the face are not acceptable face
masks.

Face Mask Use

● Avoid touching the front part of the face mask.

● If using a cloth face mask, it is recommended that you wash it with soap and water daily.

● Outdoor face mask breaks will be provided for students.

● SFIS will provide face masks upon request.

When CDC, State, NMAA, and SFIS face mask guidance differs, the most restrictive will apply.

Indoors Outdoors
Students and staff will wear appropriate face

masks at all times while indoors and in common
student living areas

Exceptions:

When Eating

When in Dorm Living Spaces

Students and staff may remove their face masks
while outdoors.

PHYSICAL DISTANCING

Classrooms, Common Areas Transportation, Hallways, Outdoors, Dorm Living Spaces

Physical distancing of 3ft or more

from others will be required.

Students and staff must maintain their personal
space (i.e., no physical contact with others).

CAPACITY: SFIS will determine and post the maximum occupancy of classrooms, common areas, conference rooms,
workspaces, and offices. Maximum occupancy will be based on 3ft physical distancing. All students and staff will
adhere to maximum occupancy determinations.

HYGIENE

● Staff and students will wash their hands after using the restroom, eating, and touching shared surfaces.

● Hand washing stations and hand sanitizer dispensers are available in all campus locations.

● Staff and students will practice effective hand-washing:

● Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds, especially after you have been in a public
place, or after blowing your nose, coughing, or sneezing.

● If soap and water are not readily available, use a hand sanitizer that contains at least 60% alcohol. Cover all
surfaces of your hands and rub them together until they feel dry.

● Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed hands.
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GATHERINGS

● No space on campus will exceed the capacity posted for 3ft physical distance.

● Class assemblies and all-school assemblies may resume with 3ft physical distancing and face masks. When weather
permits these events will take place outside.

● Staff meetings can be held virtually or in-person following SFIS COVID-Safe Practices for physical distancing, face
masks, and meals.

Extracurricular Activities / Sporting Events

SFIS is implementing a phased approach to allow spectators to attend extracurricular and sporting events on campus.
We have identified four phases for spectator attendance; the phase will be determined weekly and will be shared on
the school's website.

Note: Transition from one phase to another is subject to sudden change based on current COVID trends.

Extracurricular Activities / Sporting Events

Phase One Phase Two Phase Three Phase Four

25% capacity for SFIS staff and
students. No parents/ guardians
or outside spectators are allowed
in this phase

50% capacity for SFIS staff,
students, and fully vaccinated
parents/guardians.

75% capacity for SFIS staff,
students, and fully vaccinated
family members.

75% capacity for SFIS staff,
students, and fully vaccinated
family members and visitors.

Physical distancing from others of
at least 6ft indoors and 3ft
outdoors will be required.

Parents/guardians must sit
together with household groups
maintaining a 6ft distance from
other spectators.

Family members must sit together
with household groups
maintaining a 6ft distance from
other spectators.

Family members and visitors must
sit together with household
groups maintaining a 6ft distance
from other spectators.

Masks are required at all indoor
events except when
eating/drinking.

Eating and drinking is allowed
with physical distancing.

Masks are required at all indoor
and outdoor events except when
eating/drinking.

Eating and drinking is allowed
when seated with household
groups.

Masks are required at all indoor
and outdoor events except when
eating/drinking.

Eating and drinking is allowed
when seated with household
groups.

Masks are required at all indoor
and outdoor events except when
eating/drinking.

Eating and drinking is allowed
when seated with household
groups.

COVID-SAFE MEALS

● Physical distance of 3ft from others required when eating inside.

● Outdoor eating will be encouraged. Additional inside eating spaces have been identified for cold or inclement
weather.

● Food will not be served outside of scheduled meal and snack times. The purpose of this practice is to minimize the
amount of time that people are not wearing face masks.

SHARING OF MATERIALS

Students may share school materials (books, paper, writing instruments, learning aids, etc.) if following the physical
distancing, face masks, and hygiene COVID-Safe practices.

COVID safe practices for specialized school equipment (ex: wind instruments, etc) will be shared with students in
classes using those materials/equipment.
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COVID-19 SCREENING TESTING PROGRAM

All unvaccinated SFIS employees are required to test for COVID-19 bi-weekly; as of October 20, 2021, 1.5% of SFIS staff
are unvaccinated.

SFIS is developing a COVID-19 screening testing program for students as part of the layered COVID-19 mitigation
strategy. This program will take into consideration the specific needs of the SFIS school community. Details on this
program will be released once they are finalized.

STUDENT AND STAFF SCHOOL-SPONSORED TRAVEL

STAFF:
● Local essential business activities are permitted.

● School related, non-local travel will be decided on a case-by-case basis with approval from the staff’s
Director/Principal and the Superintendent. Travel guidance issued by the state and CDC will be utilized for decision
making.

● SFIS will assess when full business travel can be reinstated based on known advisories at that time.

STUDENTS:
● Overnight student travel is not permitted.

● Student travel is permitted with SFIS’ Face Mask and Physical Distancing COVID-Safe Practices (i.e., athletic events,
outdoor field trips for academic purposes).

● All transportation COVID-Safe Practices apply to student travel. In addition,

○ Long trips will require fresh air stops for the bus driver and students.

○ Coaches/Teachers will provide itinerary for the bus driver, including fresh air stops or a lunch or snack stop.

○ Coaches/Teachers will make arrangements regarding food prior to the trip.

○ Eating and drinking will not be not allowed on the bus due to the close proximity of the students.

COVID-SAFE ATHLETIC PARTICIPATION

● All face mask COVID-Safe Practices apply to athletes. When CDC, State, NMAA, and SFIS face mask guidance differs,
the most restrictive will apply.

● NMAA Face Mask Guidance as of October 22, 2021: Face masks are required at all times for all indoor sports. Face
masks are recommended for outdoor sports.

● Overnight travel to athletic events is not permitted.

● All transportation COVID-Safe Practices apply to travel to athletic events.

● All COVID-Safe Practices for gatherings will apply to spectators attending athletic events.

LOCKER ROOMS:

● While in locker rooms, students are required:

● to be physically distanced 3ft or more from others;

● eliminate contact with others, such as handshakes;

● avoid touching surfaces touched by others to the extent feasible; and

● wear face masks at all times.

● It is recommended that students come as pre-dressed as possible as to limit their time in the locker room.

● Showers in the locker rooms will be closed.
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COVID-SAFE TRANSPORT

● All school bus drivers and students will be required to wear a face mask at all times during transit.

● Hand sanitizers will be provided at the entrance of the school bus.

● School bus drivers will assign students to a seat.

● NO FOOD OR DRINKS are allowed on the school bus.

● All school buses will be disinfected before and after students are transported to and from school.

● Students and staff must maintain their personal space (i.e., no physical contact with others).

COVID-19 Symptom Screening:

Bus drivers will take student temperatures before they get on the bus and ask students the following screening
questions.

● Are you living with someone who has tested positive for COVID-19 in the last 14 days?

● Have you experienced fever/chills, fatigue, muscle/body aches, cough, congestion, runny nose, headache, sore throat, loss
of taste/smell, and/or shortness of breath or difficulty breathing in the last 24 hours?

● Have you had an upset stomach, nausea, vomiting, and/or diarrhea in the last 24 hours?

Any student who answers yes to any question or has a temperature of 100.4 F or higher will not be allowed to board
the bus.

The student will be directed to contact their parents and/or guardians to pick them up from the bus stop or walk
home if they walked to the bus stop. Parents will need to contact academics as soon as possible.

Student Living Program: New Mexico Railrunner and the RTD Blue Bus will not be available for dormitory students.

Academic Day Program: New Mexico Railrunner services may be authorized for day students who live beyond a 60
mile radius of SFIS; extenuating circumstances may also be considered. Parent requests must be made through the
Principal. Sick students will not be allowed to use public transportation to return home.
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SECTION 2: PROMOTION OF HEALTH AND SAFETY

CAMPUS ACCESS

SFIS is committed to providing a safe environment for our school community. For this reason, SFIS is a closed campus.
Only students and authorized staff are allowed to be on campus. All students and staff must wear their school ID while
on campus. All visitors to campus must enter through the guard station and must sign in at the respective program
office.

SFIS STAFF SCREENING AND CAMPUS ACCESS

All staff must stay home if they are sick and follow the COVID-19 Guidance Tree.
All staff are required to conduct self-screening at home prior to coming to work. Self-screening includes monitoring for
symptoms of sickness and staying home if sick; staff are not required to take their temperatures every morning.

Any staff who is sick should stay home. Please contact your supervisor immediately to discuss your situation.

If SFIS staff have students attending SFIS, they are allowed to bring their students through the staff lane. SFIS staff are
required to conduct screening with their students at home; this screening will include monitoring for sickness. If the
student is not sick, then SFIS staff are allowed to bring their student to campus through the staff lane. If the student is
sick, then they must stay home.

Security will not screen SFIS staff and or their students in the staff lane.

SFIS STUDENT SCREENING AND CAMPUS ACCESS

All students must stay home if they are sick and follow the COVID-19 Guidance Tree.
DAY STUDENTS RIDING SFIS TRANSPORTATION

Bus drivers will take student temperatures before they get on the bus and ask students the following screening
questions.

● Are you living with someone who has tested positive for COVID-19 in the last 14 days?

● Have you experienced fever/chills, fatigue, muscle/body aches, cough, congestion, runny nose, headache, sore throat, loss
of taste/smell, and/or shortness of breath or difficulty breathing in the last 24 hours?

● Have you had an upset stomach, nausea, vomiting, and/or diarrhea in the last 24 hours?

Any student who answers yes to any question or has a temperature of 100.4 F or higher will not be allowed to board
the bus.

The student will be directed to contact their parents and/or guardians to pick them up from the bus stop or walk
home if they walked to the bus stop. Parents will need to contact the Academic Office as soon as possible.

DORM STUDENTS

After initial screening at the Security Gate when entering campus, students will be expected to conduct self-screening
every morning. Self-screening includes monitoring for sickness by asking themselves the following screening
questions; students are not required to take their temperature every morning.

● Have you experienced fever/chills, fatigue, muscle/body aches, cough, congestion, runny nose, headache, sore throat, loss
of taste/smell, and/or shortness of breath or difficulty breathing in the last 24 hours?

● Have you had an upset stomach, nausea, vomiting, and/or diarrhea in the last 24 hours?

All students should tell a staff member right away if they are sick.
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COVID-19 SYMPTOM SCREENING for VISITORS

SEE “SECTION 2: COVID-SAFE PRACTICES AND PROCEDURES” FOR ADDITIONAL DETAILS

In-Bound Screening Process

All visitors approved to enter campus will wear face masks and be screened at the Security Gate for COVID-19
Symptom Screening. This includes parents, guardians, authorized adults, academic presenters, contractors,
consultants, vendors, and staff guests. This also includes dorm students, who are being dropped off.

Screening will include a temperature reading and verbal responses to the all COVID-19 screening questions.
Temperature checks of all vehicle occupants are mandatory and review of assessment questions will be required. Any
persons exceeding 100.4 Fahrenheit or higher will not be allowed on campus. Any person answering yes to the
COVID-19 Symptoms assessment questions will not be allowed on campus.

COVID-19 Screening Questions

1) Have you had close contact with or cared for someone diagnosed with COVID-19 within the last 14 days?

2) Are you waiting for COVID-19 test results?

3) Have you returned from international travel in the last 14 days, including cruises, air travel outside the U.S.?

4) Have you experienced fever/chills, fatigue, muscle/body aches, cough, congestion, runny nose, headache, sore throat, loss of
taste/smell, and/or shortness of breath or difficulty breathing in the last 24 hours?

5) Have you had an upset stomach, nausea, vomiting, and/or diarrhea in the last 24 hours?

PARENTS, GUARDIANS, AUTHORIZED ADULTS, AND STUDENT FAMILY MEMBERS ON CAMPUS

● Parents, guardians, and authorized adults will only be allowed on campus to:

○ drop off their student(s) and or pick up their student(s):

■ at the beginning and end of school day; and

■ for medical appointments and/or traditional activities.

○ bring students items forgotten at home.

○ attend scheduled in-person meetings with Administration, Academics, Counseling, Athletics, and Student
Living. Parents, guardians and authorized adults with small children will be allowed to have their children with
them at meeting locations. They are required to have COVID-19 Symptom Screening and wear masks at all
times.

● During the academic day, parents, guardians, and authorized adults are to proceed to academic offices or
scheduled meeting locations only; they are not to deviate from meeting location unless authorized.

● For student drop off and pick up from the dormitories:

○ Parents, guardians, authorized adults, and student family members will not be allowed inside the dormitory
buildings, including, but not limited to, student rooms, hallways, and common spaces and floors.

○ Parents, guardians, and authorized adults checking out their student(s) will meet Student Living Staff at the
front of the High School and Middle School dormitories (weather permitting). In case of inclement weather,
Student Living Staff will be located in the Rotunda for student checkout.

● Contact numbers for dormitory access will be posted at the front doors.

SFIS, Updated 10/22/21 19



VISITORS ON CAMPUS

● All visitors, including academic presenters, consultants, contractors, vendors, and staff guests, must be
pre-approved by Principals or Directors.

● Principals and Directors will notify Security and Superintendent of expected visitors at least one day prior to
expected arrival. Exceptions for notifications made within the one day will be considered on a case-by-case basis.

● All visitors to campus will be screened at the Security Gate for COVID-19 Symptom Screening. Temperature checks
of all vehicle occupants are mandatory and review of assessment questions will be required. Any persons
exceeding 100.4 Fahrenheit or higher will not be allowed on campus. Any person answering yes to the COVID-19
Symptoms assessment questions will not be allowed on campus.

● All visitors are to proceed to scheduled meeting or work locations only; they are not to deviate from meeting
location unless authorized.

● Staff from the Santa Fe Indian Hospital Service unit (SFIHS) will be allowed to walk on campus for exercising along
the campus roadway. They are not to deviate from the roadway and enter academic and student living areas,
unless they are on official school business.

VISITORS WHO ARE PICKING UP STAFF, DROPPING OFF STAFF, or DROPPING OFF ITEMS TO STAFF

● Visitors who are picking up staff, dropping off staff, or dropping off items to staff will be allowed on campus: they
will be expected to notify Security of the purpose of their visit and identify the staff member who they are
dropping off, picking up, or bringing items to and they must stay in their vehicle and leave campus promptly.
Pre-approval for campus access is not necessary.

● All visitors will be screened at the Security Gate for COVID-19 Symptom Screening. Temperature checks of all
vehicle occupants are mandatory and review of assessment questions will be required. Any persons exceeding
100.4 Fahrenheit or higher will not be allowed on campus. Any person answering yes to the COVID-19 Symptoms
assessment questions will not be allowed on campus.

UNDER 21 VISITORS

● Until further notice, individuals under 21, will not be allowed to enter campus if coming to the SFIS campus
without a parent, guardian, or authorized adult of a current student or staff member.

● For official school business such as picking up transcripts or other documentation, those under 21 individuals must
have requested documents mailed or emailed to them.

● Individuals under 21 will not be allowed to come visit friends.

● On a case-by-case basis, siblings under 21 may be allowed to transport to school or pick up their siblings, through a
written request from parents, guardians, and/or authorized adults. This must also be communicated in written
form to one of the following: Academic Principals, High School Student Living Director. Middle School Student
Living Coordinator.

SCHOOL EVENTS AND ATHLETIC GAMES

● For SY21-22, outside attendance to School Events and Athletic Games are restricted unless authorized by the
Superintendent on a case-by-case basis. Those approved will follow all SFIS COVID-Safe Practices, including
COVID-19 Symptom Screening for every visitor. Directions will be given to maintain social distancing and to follow
all face mask mandates.

● Staff and Students are to follow all COVID-Safe Practices, such as social distancing and face masks mandates.
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SECTION 2: PROMOTION OF HEALTH AND SAFETY

RESPONSE TO SICKNESS, COVID-19 POSITIVE CASES, AND CLOSE CONTACT

SFIS STUDENT: COVID-19 GUIDANCE TREE

SFIS, Updated 10/22/21 21



SFIS, Updated 10/22/21 22



SFIS STAFF: COVID-19 GUIDANCE TREE
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SICK STUDENTS and STAFF

COVID-SAFE PRACTICES FOR SICK STUDENTS and STAFF

STUDENTS:

● Stay home if you are sick. Do not come to school.

● Students who become sick at school must be picked up by their parents/guardians or an emergency contact
as soon as possible. Make sure emergency contacts are willing and available to pick up a sick student.

● Be alert for symptoms, including fever or chills, cough, shortness of breath or difficulty breathing, fatigue,
muscle or body aches, headache, new loss of taste or smell, sore throat, congestion or runny nose, nausea or
vomiting, diarrhea.

● Tell someone right away if you are sick and have any of these symptoms.

● SFIS will not transport a sick student home.

● Sick students will not be allowed to ride in school buses.

● Students will need to be cared for by the family. Families should monitor the health of the student and seek
medical attention if the illness is severe (excessive cough, high fever, trouble breathing, bluish in color).

STAFF:

● Stay home if you are sick. Do not come to work on campus.

● Be alert for symptoms, including fever or chills, cough, shortness of breath or difficulty breathing, fatigue,
muscle or body aches, headache, new loss of taste or smell, sore throat, congestion or runny nose, nausea or
vomiting, diarrhea.

● Staff, who become sick on campus, will notify their supervisor by phone or email and go home.

● Staff must adhere to the SFIS Human Resources Policy, Chapter IX, Section 5: “Employees absent from work
for three consecutive work days because of illness must submit a doctor’s statement providing evidence that
the employee was ill.” The dates of absence must be specified in the doctor’s statement.

STUDENTS AND STAFF CANNOT RETURN TO CAMPUS UNTIL:

○ They test negative for COVID-19 AND are otherwise well enough to go back to school or work

OR

○ A healthcare provider has seen the student/staff and documented a reason for the symptoms other than
COVID-19

OR

○ All of the following are true:

(1) it is 14 days out from the start of the symptoms; AND

(2) the staff/student has been fever free for 24 hours without fever reducing medication; AND

(3) symptoms have improved.
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COVID-SAFE PROCEDURES FOR SICK STUDENTS

Students: During the School Day

Students who are exhibiting symptoms of sickness during school hours will report to the School Health Center.

Upon entry into the School Health Center, the student will be directed to the sick room where they will be assessed
by the School Nurse. The School Nurse will ask the student the following COVID-19 Symptom Screening Questions
and take their temperature.

● Have you experienced fever/chills, fatigue, muscle/body aches, cough, congestion, runny nose, headache, sore throat,
loss of taste/smell, and/or shortness of breath or difficulty breathing in the last 24 hours?

● Have you had an upset stomach, nausea, vomiting, and/or diarrhea in the last 24 hours?

If a student answers yes to any question or has a temperature of 100.4 F or higher, and the student has a parent
consent on file, the student will be given a BinaxNOW Rapid Antigen COVID-19 test. The results of this test will help
determine if the student is able to remain at school or if the parent/guardian will be contacted, and required to pick
up the student immediately.

It will be at the discretion of the licensed school nurse to determine if the student’s symptoms and test results
warrant them to be sent home. If the student is sent home, clear instructions regarding follow up medical care and
COVID-19 testing will be provided.

If the student is sick and if the student’s parent/guardian is unable to pick up their child within 2 hours, Santa Fe
Indian School will attempt to schedule a same day appointment at IHS-SFSU (ONLY if a signed consent form is on
file). SFIS Health Center will also attempt to get parental consent via phone in addition to the written consent forms
on file. 

SFIS staff will not transport any students who have known COVID-19 symptoms to any health care services or home,
but will provide an escort and accompany students to IHS-SFSU (walk over). Only in the cases of inclement weather
will a Health Center staff transport a student with COVID-19 symptoms in an SFIS vehicle to IHS-SFSU.

If a student is experiencing emergent symptoms, such as respiratory complications (shortness of breath or trouble
breathing), as with any emergency, SFIS staff will call 911 immediately.

Students: Afterschool, Evenings, and Weekends

If a student is exhibiting symptoms of sickness when the School Health Center is closed, he/she will immediately
report to SFIS staff. SFIS staff will ask the student the following COVID-19 Screening Questions and take their
temperature.

Have you experienced fever/chills, fatigue, muscle/body aches, cough, congestion, runny nose, headache, sore
throat, loss of taste/smell, and/or shortness of breath or difficulty breathing in the last 24 hours?

Have you had an upset stomach, nausea, vomiting, and/or diarrhea in the last 24 hours?

If the student replies “yes” to screening questions and/or a temperature of 100.4F or above, the students will be
considered too sick to be at school. SFIS staff will notify the parent/guardian immediately to pick up their child and
recommend they take them to the health care provider of their choice.

While waiting for the parent to arrive, the student will be isolated from other students and staff. Students who share
the restroom of the ill student should be directed to utilize a different restroom until the ill student’s room and
restroom is disinfected.

If a parent/guardian takes more than 2 hours to pick up their child or is unreachable and the student has any
symptoms of COVID-19, SFIS will continue to keep the student isolated and monitor them until a parent/guardian
can pick them up.

If a student is experiencing emergent symptoms, such as respiratory complications (shortness of breath or trouble
breathing), as with any emergency, SFIS staff will call 911 immediately.
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CONFIRMED POSITIVE CASE OF COVID-19

WHAT DO I NEED TO DO AFTER TESTING POSITIVE FOR COVID-19?

IMMEDIATE ACTIONS:

AT HOME:

● STUDENTS: the parent/guardian will contact the
Academic Office by phone or email and the student
will remain at home;

● STAFF MEMBER: the staff member will contact the
Health Center and their supervisor by phone or email
and remain at home.

AT SCHOOL:

● STUDENTS: the parent/guardian will be contacted to
pick the student up; the student will be isolated until
picked up.

● STAFF MEMBER: the staff member will notify the
Health Center and their supervisor and go home.

CONTACT YOUR HEALTHCARE PROVIDER

FOLLOW UP ACTIONS:

● STUDENTS:

○ Parent communicates with the Middle or High School Academic Office

○ It is imperative that the parent/guardian communicate with the student’s academic team on how long the
student is advised to be out of school in order to make accommodations for schoolwork.

○ In-person students well enough to participate may join online classes. This is not an automatic transition to
the online learning program and students’ absences will be marked as “excused” until they return to
in-person learning.

● STAFF MEMBERS:

● Communicate with your immediate Supervisor and the Human Resources (HR) Department: they will work
with you to determine appropriate next steps.

● You will not be allowed to report to work for at least 10 days.  During this period, you may be permitted to
telework or work remotely, depending on your position.  This determination is in Santa Fe Indian School’s sole
discretion. Determinations will be communicated by HR.

● If you are asked to telework, and you need equipment or technical support to do so, please contact your
supervisor.

WHAT WILL SFIS DO AFTER A CONFIRMED POSITIVE CASE OF COVID-19 ON CAMPUS?

FACILITIES:

● The facilities/classrooms occupied by the person who tested positive will be cleaned and disinfected.

NOTIFY CLOSE CONTACTS:

● Close contacts will be identified by the SFIS Health Center.

● SFIS will inform close contacts of possible exposure to COVID-19 by phone and email.

● SFIS will not reveal the identity of the person who is confirmed to have COVID-19.

COMMUNICATE WITH SFIS COMMUNITY:

● SFIS will send a general notice to the SFIS Community via email and NASIS Messenger. If you do not receive NASIS
Messenger texts or emails, login to NASIS and verify your contact information. For assistance, contact the
Admissions Office at 505-989-6370.

● SFIS will post the notice on the News and Announcements section of the SFIS website and will post the notice on
SFIS Facebook page.
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WHEN CAN I RETURN TO CAMPUS?

ASYMPTOMATIC COVID-19:
● the staff member or student may return to work on campus after 10 days from the positive test as long as

symptoms do not develop.

SYMPTOMATIC COVID-19:
● the staff member or student may return to school on campus after:

(1) it has been 10 days since the staff member or student first had symptoms; AND

(2) they have been fever free for 24 hours without fever reducing medication; AND

(3) symptoms have improved.

Note: Asymptomatic and symptomatic students and staff with high-risk health conditions may be required to isolate
for more than 10 days. Call your health provider for guidance.
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GUIDANCE FOR STUDENTS AND STAFF AFTER COVID-19 CLOSE CONTACT

RECOMMENDED COVID-19 TEST:

SFIS strongly recommends that you test for COVID-19 three to five days after the date of the close contact.

DO I NEED TO QUARANTINE AFTER COVID-19 CLOSE CONTACT?

COVID-19 CLOSE CONTACT IN YOUR HOUSEHOLD
(if someone you live with tests positive for COVID-19 and you are continuing to live with them.)

FOR BOTH FULLY VACCINATED AND UNVACCINATED STAFF AND STUDENTS

14 Day Quarantine: You must quarantine at home for 14 days after the date of your last contact with someone
who tested positive for COVID-19 in your household. This means you must stay home and cannot come to the
SFIS campus during this time.

More than 14 Days of Quarantine: If the person you are living with, who has tested positive for COVID-19, is still
symptomatic after 14 days or has a high-risk health condition, you may be required to quarantine for more than
14 days. Call your health care provider to determine whether your quarantine must be extended to more than 14
days. Do not come to the SFIS campus until your health care provider has provided guidance and determined the
length of your quarantine.

COVID-19 CLOSE CONTACT OUTSIDE YOUR HOUSEHOLD
AFTER BEING FULLY VACCINATED UNVACCINATED

DORM STUDENTS 14 Day Quarantine: You must quarantine at home for 14
days after the date of your last contact with someone who
tested positive for COVID-19. This means you must stay
home and cannot come to the SFIS campus during this
time.

14 Day Dorm Leave of Absence: You cannot reside in
the dorm for 14 days after the date of your last
contact with someone who tested positive for
COVID-19. This means that you may attend SFIS as a
day student if transportation is available or contact
your Academic Office to discuss the absence.

DAY STUDENTS & STAFF

14 Day Quarantine: If you are symptomatic, then you
must quarantine at home for 14 days after the date of
your last contact with someone who tested positive
with COVID-19. This means you must stay home and
cannot come to the SFIS campus during this time.

No Quarantine: If you are asymptomatic, then you do
not need to quarantine and you can come to school
or work. NOTE: You must wear masks indoors at all
times with no exceptions; this means you must eat in
isolation or outdoors.

CLOSE CONTACT at SFIS

Someone who was within 6 feet of a person who tests positive for COVID-19, regardless of whether face masks were
worn, for a cumulative total of 15 minutes or more over a 24-hour period and the contact was within 48 hours of:

● the onset of the positive person’s symptoms OR
● an asymptomatic person’s test (not when they received the test results).

A cumulative total of 15 minutes or more over a 24-hour period could be, for example, three five-minute exposures in
24 hours.
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WHO DO I CONTACT AND NOTIFY AFTER COVID-19 CLOSE CONTACT?

STUDENTS

● Middle or High School Academic Office

● If you have questions, call the NM Department of Health COVID-19 Hotline at 1-855-600-3453 and let them know
you may have had a close contact with someone who has tested positive for COVID-19, then follow their
instructions.

STAFF

● Human Resources (HR) Department and your immediate Supervisor: They will work with you to determine
appropriate next steps.

● You may not be allowed to report to work for at least 14 days.  During this 14-day period, you may be permitted to
telework or work remotely, depending on your position.  This determination is in Santa Fe Indian School’s sole
discretion. Determinations will be communicated by HR.

● If you are asked to telework, and you need equipment or technical support to do so, please contact your
supervisor.

● If you have questions, call the NM Department of Health COVID-19 Hotline at 1-855-600-3453 and let them know
you have been in close contact with someone who tested positive to COVID-19, then follow their instructions.

STUDENTS WITH UNDERLYING MEDICAL CONDITIONS

While children have been less affected by COVID-19 compared with adults, children can be infected with the virus that
causes COVID-19 and some children develop severe illness. Children with underlying medical conditions are at
increased risk for severe illness compared to children without underlying medical conditions. Current evidence on
which underlying medical conditions in children are associated with increased risk is limited. Current evidence
suggests that children with medical complexity, with genetic, neurologic, metabolic conditions, or with congenital
heart disease can be at increased risk for severe illness from COVID-19. Similar to adults, children with obesity,
diabetes, asthma or chronic lung disease, sickle cell disease, or immunosuppression can also be at increased risk for
severe illness from COVID-19. One way to protect the health of children is to ensure that all adults in a household are
fully vaccinated against COVID-19.

● Children, Teens, and Young Adults | CDC

● COVID-19 Parental Resources Kit | CDC

SFIS encourages a strong partnership and communication with parents/guardians of students who have underlying
medical conditions. School staff, parents, and students will develop the most appropriate educational and support
plan based on the student’s individualized needs. These plans could include modifications to the learning
environment, modifications regarding food services, etc. Documentation from the student’s physician/medical
provider with recommendations about their learning environment needs may be required by SFIS.
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COVID-19 TESTING INFORMATION

There are many COVID-19 testing sites where a student, staff, or family member can access a test.

Statewide Testing Options and Information

New Mexico Department of Health
https://cv.nmhealth.org/covid-19-testing/

New Mexico Department of Health (NMDOH) COVID Hotline

1-855-600-3453

Santa Fe Area

IHS-Santa Fe Service Unit
(Free for registered patients)
Registered patients can call 505-988-9821.
Tests are usually scheduled at 9:00 AM at IHS and results are often available by the afternoon.

Curative Testing Van
(Free)
Walk-in to their locations throughout New Mexico or register for an appointment at: https://curative.com/
Vans are located at several Santa Fe locations:

● Tuesday, Friday, and Saturday: 8 am - 3 pm
○ Corner of Old Santa Fe Trail and San Francisco St. Across from La Fonda

● Wednesdays: 7 am - 2 pm
○ Genoveva Chavez Community Center (GCCC)

● Thursdays: 8 am - 3 pm
○ Genoveva Chavez Community Center (GCCC)

● Saturdays: 8 am - 3 pm
○ Southside Library

Christus St. Vincent Drive Through PCR Testing
(Free)
1910 Cerrillos Road

● Monday through Friday: 9:00 - 3:00 with a provider referral

Note: Providers currently referring established patients to the Christus St. Vincent drive through PCR testing are
listed below. They will review symptoms over the phone and refer for testing without an in-person visit on a
case-by-case basis. You must already be an established patient for the telephone triage testing referral.

● Arroyo Chamiso Pediatrics 913-4901
● Entrada Contenta Pediatrics 913-3233
● Southwest Care 955-9454
● La Familia 982-4425
● Aspen Medical Center 466-5885 (Note: Telemedicine appointments are typically scheduled for the next day

and an insurance co-pay will be charged.)
● Additional referral options are possible by speaking with a Christus St. Vincent Care Coordinator at

505-913-4256.

Department of Health Drive Through PCR Testing
(Free)
Register in advance at: https://cvtestreg.nmhealth.org/

● Tuesday and Thursday: 9:00 - 11:00
○ Santa Fe Fairgrounds, 3229 Rodeo Road;
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● You can find other locations at: https://cvtestreg.nmhealth.org/

Local Urgent Care Clinics
(Insurance co-pays and other costs may be involved.)
Presbyterian Urgent Care, Entrada Contenta Urgent Care, Railyard Urgent Care, and other local urgent cares will see
patients in person and conduct testing or make a referral.

Home-Based/Mail-In PCR Testing

(Free with Commercial Insurance Card)

Vault Testing by mail. You must have a physical address.

Order here: https://www.vaulthealth.com/covid

Order your test from Vault. The test kit will arrive at your home via expedited shipping.

Log on for a virtual visit with a Vault test supervisor; they will show you how to collect your saliva sample. You must
not eat, drink, smoke, or chew anything for 30 minutes before your testing session.

Ship your sample to the lab using a prepaid UPS package.

Get your result 24 to 48 hours after your sample arrives at the lab.
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SECTION 3: PLAN FOR TRANSITIONING TO SCHOOLWIDE DISTANCE LEARNING

A return to distance learning may be necessary due to the status of the coronavirus pandemic and/or due to positive
COVID-19 cases on campus. This section outlines SFIS’ plan for transitioning to distance learning in the case that the
SFIS campus is closed due to COVID-19.

CRITERIA for TRANSITIONING TO DISTANCE LEARNING

A decision to transition to Distance Learning will be based on transmission of COVID-19 on SFIS’ campus. The following
monitoring system will guide transition decisions.

Monitoring System for Transmission Rate & Positive Tests

Indicators Low Moderate Substantial High

On-Campus

Transmission

Isolated Cases

No Evidence of
Transmission

Minimal Evidence
of Transmission

to Close Contacts

Substantial Evidence
of Transmission

to Close Contacts

Substantial Evidence of
Transmission beyond

Close Contacts

SFIS
Response

Continuation of SFIS
Re-Entry Plan COVID-Safe
Practices and Procedures.

Consider more restrictive
and/or additional
COVID-Safe Practices and
Procedures.

Consider moving to a
more restrictive phase for
gatherings on campus.

Consider more restrictive
and/or additional
COVID-Safe Practices and
Procedures.

Consider moving to a
more restrictive phase for
gatherings on campus.

Consider partial or
schoolwide transition to
Distance Learning for a
limited period of time.

Consider temporary
suspension of in-person
extracurricular activities.

Consider moving to a
more restrictive phase for
gatherings on campus.

Consider a schoolwide
transition to Distance
Learning for a limited
period of time.

Note: Moderate and Substantial Levels will be based on transmission of COVID-19 from the originating case to close contacts (i.e.,

secondary transmission). The High Level will be based on transmission of COVID-19 from those identified as close contacts in a

case testing positive and, then, transmitting to others (i.e., tertiary transmission).

COMMUNICATION

The Superintendent with the Board of Trustees, Principals, and Directors will make any decision to transition to
distance learning. After a decision has been made, all pertinent information will be communicated following the chain
of command listed below:

● Governors: Email
● Staff: Email
● Parents: Messenger Email and Text
● Students: In-Person Announcement and Email
● Community: Website and Facebook
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ACADEMIC PROGRAM

Transition

At the point a call is made for a return to distance learning, students will be provided instructions for collecting their
school materials needed for distance learning. These will include the following:

● Assigned Chromebooks/Laptops or school issued mobile devices and chargers;
● Assigned textbooks and novels;
● Supplies and belongings from their lockers; and
● School issued supplies and materials like calculators and musical instruments.

Once students have completed the collection of school materials, dorm students will be given directions to report to
the dorms and day students will be given directions to make contact with parents or depart on the day school buses.

Distance Learning

In the case of a partial or schoolwide return to distance learning, the daily schedule will mirror in-person learning and
continue online via Google Classroom. Teachers and students will be equipped with the technology necessary to
engage in distance learning.

STUDENT LIVING PROGRAM

Transition

At the point the decision is made for a return to distance learning, students will be given directions to report to the
dorms after collecting materials from the academic program. Students will be provided instructions for collecting their
personal belongings from the student living staff. Students will clean their room and pack all belongings. These will
include the following:

● All bedding
● All clothing and personal hygiene items;
● School materials; and
● Student Medication (see Health Center transition).

Parents/Guardians will be contacted via phone by Student Living Advisors/Residential Advisors regarding scheduled
pick up times for their student. Once students have completed the collection of all personal items from their areas,
they will wait for parent/guardian pick up at designated outdoor locations or be escorted to the arranged
transportation location (see Transportation transition).

Students not present on the day of dismissal will have items delivered or mailed. Student living staff will prepare items
for absent students and will coordinate collecting items for distribution.

Distance Learning:

In the case of a partial or schoolwide return to distance learning, Student Living Advisors/Residential Advisors will
check in with students on a weekly basis over Zoom or Google Meet to support student academic success and overall
well-being. Student Living Advisors/Residential Advisors and students will be equipped with the technology necessary
to engage in these weekly wellness calls. Staff will continue to use school issued cell phones to contact students and
parents/guardians while in distance learning.
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TRANSPORTATION

Transition

Day students will be transported home to the following communities: San Felipe, Cochiti, Santo Domingo,
Tesuque/San Ildefonso, Santa Clara, Ohkay Owingeh.

After dropping off day students, drivers will return to the SFIS campus to transport dorm students to their home
communities within the 60-mile radius if parents or guardians are unable to pick them up. Communities include: San
Felipe, Cochiti, Santo Domingo, Tesuque/San Ildefonso, Santa Clara, Ohkay Owingeh, Albuquerque, and Bernalillo.

Student’s living outside the 60-mile radius will be transported the following day to the following communities: Hopi,
Farmington, Acoma, Gallup, Jemez, Zia, Cuba, etc.

COUNSELING CENTER

Transition

Preparation: The Counseling Center will gather all client cell phone numbers at Intake and ensure that student and
parent contact information in the record keeping system is accurate. All staff have issued laptops and cell phones to
facilitate telework if need be.

Day of Transition: Counselors will follow all school guidance regarding day of transition including attending to any
student crisis intervention needs and make attempts, when possible, to check in with their clients via phone or in
person to confirm a plan to follow up with telehealth therapy services.

Distance Learning

All counselors will follow up via phone within 7 working days of the date of transition to Distance Learning. Telehealth
counseling services will be established within 14 working days of the date of transition to Distance Learning. Students
with the most acute mental health needs will be prioritized.

SCHOOL HEALTH CENTER

Transition

Preparation: The School Health Center will ensure that contact information for students and parents is updated and
available and a list of students with health plans and/or other health needs is up to date.

Day of Transition: The School Health Center will remain open during the transition day to receive students who have
urgent health needs or need medication administered. They will work closely with Student Living programs to get any
medication or other health supplies needed to students going home.

Distance Learning

The School Health Center staff will conduct follow up phone calls to students with identified health care needs within
7 working days of the transition date. Students with the most acute health needs will be prioritized. The School
Health Center staff have been issued laptops and cell phones to facilitate telework if need be.
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FOOD SERVICES

Transition

Preparation: The Food Services program will develop a plan for either storing or giving away perishable foods during an
extended period of cafeteria closure. They will also develop a plan for pausing any contractors or vendors who come to
campus regularly to support the functioning of Food Services. All staff have chromebooks or laptops issued to facilitate
telework if need be.

Day of Transition: The Food Service program will follow the schedule for transitioning and provide breakfast and lunch
meals. The evening meal will be determined if there are still students on campus after 4:00pm.

Distance Learning

Because of the vast distances and locations of the SFIS student body home communities, the Food Services
department will not deliver daily meals. The Food Services program will partner with NMPED School Nutrition Services
to ensure that SFIS students are able to access school meals in their home communities. The Food Services program
will also coordinate monthly Food Boxes in partnership with Santa Fe Food Depot. Student Wellness Director will
provide families with resources for food security needs. If available, SFIS Food Services will work with NMPED to
ensure all SFIS students are enrolled in the Pandemic EBT program. If staff are on campus, Food Services will continue
to provide lunch meals for staff on a daily basis.

ATHLETIC PROGRAM

Transition

● Inform NMAA and Officials Assignors of distance learning status and withdrawal from sporting events.
● Inform coaches to gather uniforms and equipment; will re-assign upon return.
● Coordinate with the Academic and Student Living programs to ensure students on campus retrieve items from

lockers before going home.
● Inform students of eligibility requirements upon their return.
● The Athletic Trainer will transition to Student Health Assistant within the SFIS Health Center.

Distance Learning

Athletic teams may not participate in athletic events while in a distance learning setting. Teams may hold virtual
practices and meetings via zoom or google classrooms while in distance learning. The NM Activities Association will
give guidance as to SFIS’ participation with other schools while in a distance learning status.
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SECTION 4: RESOURCES

SFIS COVID-19 VACCINE MANDATE: FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

How do I schedule a vaccination appointment?

Currently COVID-19 vaccinations are accessible, easy to schedule, free, and available for children 12 and older with

hardly any wait times for appointments. Following is information to support you in obtaining an appointment.

IHS Santa Fe Service Unit COVID-19 Vaccination Appointment Line

(call 505-946-9203)

NM Department of Health COVID-19 Vaccination Appointments

(click here)

Tribal Clinic COVID-19 Vaccination Programs

(click here)

HELPFUL TIP
Keep your student’s vaccination card for documentation.

Take a photo of the completed card as a back-up for your records

Where can I learn more about the COVID-19 vaccination?

SFIS hosted a COVID-19 Vaccine Parent Question and Answer Information Session on May 26th.

(Watch the recording here)

For more information, go to:

Centers for Disease Control (CDC) COVID-19 Vaccines for Children and Teens (click here)

New Mexico Department of Health (NMDOH) COVID-19 Vaccine Information (click here)

HELPFUL TIP
COVID-19 vaccination will help protect you from getting COVID-19. You may have some side effects, which are normal

signs that your body is building protection. These side effects may affect your ability to do daily activities, but they
should go away in a few days. Some people have no side effects. Keep your student at home for 48 hours after being

vaccinated to monitor and provide comfort measures for possible side effects.

What if my student is partially vaccinated on the first day of school?

You must complete the Non-Medical Exemption Form and the SFIS COVID-19 Assumption of Risk, Waiver, and Release
located on the SFIS Website -> Admissions - >SFIS Forms. Submission options are listed below.

Click here to access these documents.

What if my student isn’t eligible to be vaccinated due to their age?

You must complete the Age-Based Exemption Form and the SFIS COVID-19 Assumption of Risk, Waiver, and Release
located on the SFIS Website -> Admissions - >SFIS Forms. Submission options are listed below.

Click here to access these documents.

What if my student cannot be vaccinated for COVID-19 due to medical reasons?

You must complete the Medical Exemption Form and the SFIS COVID-19 Assumption of Risk, Waiver, and Release
located on the SFIS Website -> Admissions - >SFIS Forms. Submission options are listed below.

Click here to access these documents.

What if I do not want my child to be vaccinated for COVID-19?
You must complete the Non-Medical Exemption Form and the SFIS COVID-19 Assumption of Risk, Waiver, and Release
located on the SFIS Website -> Admissions - >SFIS Forms. Submission options are listed below.

Click here to access these documents.
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How do I submit my student’s COVID-19 Vaccination Card to SFIS?
EMAIL MAIL

EMAIL: Email a copy to:

Karen Dasheno, Director of Admissions, at
kdasheno@sfis.k12.nm.us

MAIL: Mail a copy to:
Office of Admissions
Santa Fe Indian School
1501 Cerrillos Road
Santa Fe, NM 87505

HELPFUL HINT

If you are submitting a picture of the card, be sure that it is clear and that the vaccination dates are easy to read.

Where can I find the Exemption Forms and SFIS COVID-19 Assumption of Risk, Waiver, and Release?
How do I submit these forms to SFIS?

Access the Forms:

Go to: SFIS Website -> Admissions - >SFIS Forms

Click here

Submit the Forms:

Follow the instructions for submission of COVID-19 Vaccination Cards above.

Note: The SFIS Health Center will review Exemption forms to ensure proper documentation has been provided.

COVID-19 VACCINATION BOOSTER SHOTS

SFIS highly encourages staff who are eligible to receive a booster vaccination to do so.

General Vaccine CDC Guidance

FDA Expanded use of Booster Vaccines (including “mix and match” information dated 10/21/21)

Per the CDC, as of 10/21/21, COVID-19 Vaccine booster shots are available for the following Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine
recipients who completed their initial series at least 6 months ago and are:

● 65 years and older
● Age 18+ who live in long-term care settings
● Age 18+ who have underlying medical conditions
● Age 18+ who work in high-risk settings
● Age 18+ who live in high-risk settings

All SFIS school staff who received the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccination are included in the approved group for receiving a
Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine booster due to being employed in a school setting. Please talk with the clinic where you
received your initial Pfizer COVID-19 vaccination OR your physician about scheduling an appointment for a booster.
People who receive the booster shot show improved immunity to the COVID-19 virus.

For people who received the Moderna or Johnson & Johnson Jannsen vaccination the CDC as of 10/21/21 is not yet
recommending booster shots and they are not yet widely available. HOWEVER, this week the FDA did approve
booster shots for those vaccinations and more information will be rolling out soon. It is expected these boosters will
be widely available to the same groups listed above very soon. For the most up to date information, please visit the
CDC website regarding vaccination.
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GENERAL COVID-19 INFORMATION and DEFINITIONS

WHAT IS KNOWN ABOUT THE TRANSMISSION OF COVID-19

Authorities have confirmed that the virus spreads through person-to-person spread: from a sick person to others who

are in close contact. The virus is actively in the human-to-human transmission phase.

It is believed the virus causing COVID-19 spreads from one person to another in the same way as other respiratory

infections, including colds and the flu - through infected respiratory droplets. The sick person expels these when they

cough, sneeze, or talk and possibly in his or her fecal matter and blood as well. Others can get the disease via contact

(direct or indirect) with these contaminated droplets.

It may be possible, though updated research indicates that it is more unlikely than previously suspected, that a person

can get COVID-19 by touching a surface or object that has the virus on it and then touching their own mouth, nose,

and possibly their eyes.

The virus that causes COVID-19 is spreading easily and sustainably in the community (“Community Spread”).

Community Spread means people have been infected with the virus in an area, including some who are not sure how

or where they became infected.

HOW TO PREVENT THE SPREAD OF COVID-19
Unvaccinated People:

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/prevention.html

Vaccinated People:

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated.html
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DEFINITIONS

Asymptomatic COVID-19 An asymptomatic case is an individual infected with SARS-CoV-2 who does not exhibit
symptoms at any time during the course of infection.

Close Contact: Someone who was within 6 feet of a person who tests positive for COVID-19, regardless
of whether face masks were worn, for a cumulative total of 15 minutes or more over a
24-hour period and the contact was within 48 hours of:

● the onset of the positive person’s symptoms OR
● an asymptomatic person’s test (not when they received the test results).

A cumulative total of 15 minutes or more over a 24-hour period could be, for example,
three five-minute exposures in 24 hours.

Confirmed Case: A person who has tested positive (laboratory evidence) for COVID-19.

COVID Symptoms: People with COVID-19 have had a wide range of symptoms reported – ranging from mild

symptoms to severe illness. Symptoms may appear 2-14 days after exposure to the

virus. Anyone can have mild to severe symptoms. People with these symptoms may

have COVID-19:

● Fever or chills

● Cough

● Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing

● Fatigue

● Muscle or body aches

● Headache

● New loss of taste or smell

● Sore throat

● Congestion or runny nose

● Nausea or vomiting

● Diarrhea

This list does not include all possible symptoms. CDC will continue to update this list as

more is learned about COVID-19. Older adults and people who have severe underlying

medical conditions like heart or lung disease or diabetes seem to be at higher risk for

developing more serious complications from COVID-19 illness.

Full Vaccination for

COVID-19:

In general, people are considered fully vaccinated:

● 2 weeks after their second dose in a 2-dose series, such as the Pfizer or Moderna

vaccines; or

● 2 weeks after a single-dose vaccine, such as Johnson & Johnson’s Janssen vaccine

If you don’t meet these requirements, regardless of your age, you are NOT fully

vaccinated. Keep taking all precautions until you are fully vaccinated.

Infectious Period: Time during which an infected person is contagious and most likely to spread disease to

others. If a student, staff, or volunteer was at school during their infectious period, all of

their close contacts must be identified. Available data indicate that adults with mild to

moderate COVID-19 remain infectious no longer than 10 days after symptom onset.
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Isolation: Isolation keeps someone who is sick or tested positive for COVID-19 without symptoms

away from others by staying home from school, work, and other activities while

infectious. People with COVID-19 must stay away from people in their home.

Accumulating evidence supports ending isolation and precautions for persons with

COVID-19 using a symptom-based strategy. Specifically, researchers have reported that

people with mild to moderate COVID-19 remain infectious no longer than 10 days after

their symptoms began, and those with more severe illness or those who are severely

immunocompromised remain infectious no longer than 20 days after their symptoms

began. Therefore, CDC has updated the recommendations for discontinuing home

isolation as follows:

Persons with COVID-19 who have symptoms and were directed to care for themselves

at home may discontinue isolation under the following conditions:

● At least 10 days* have passed since symptom onset; and

● At least 24 hours have passed since resolution of fever without the use of

fever-reducing medications; and

● Other symptoms have improved.

*A limited number of persons with severe illness may produce replication-competent

virus beyond 10 days, that may warrant extending duration of isolation for up to 20 days

after symptom onset. Consider consultation with infection control experts. See

Discontinuation of Transmission-Based Precautions and Disposition of Patients with

COVID-19 in Healthcare Settings (Interim Guidance).

Persons infected with SARS-CoV-2 who never develop COVID-19 symptoms may

discontinue isolation and other precautions 10 days after the date of their first positive

RT-PCR test for SARS-CoV-2 RNA. For severely immunocompromised patients who were

asymptomatic throughout their infection, Transmission-Based Precautions may be

discontinued when at least 10 days and up to 20 days have passed since the date of

their first positive viral diagnostic test. Consider consultation with infectious diseases

specialists and infection control experts.
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Personal Protective

Equipment (PPE):

PPE can include but is not limited to:

Face Masks: Face masks are an important part of COVID-19 protection, as well as

personal hygiene, social distancing, and frequent cleaning efforts. Avoid touching the

front part of the face mask. If you are using a cloth face covering, it is recommended

that you wash it with soap and water daily. Please follow instructions if you are using a

disposable face covering or face mask (ex: surgical mask, N95 mask). If you do not have

a face mask, SFIS will provide you with one through Security personnel.

All appropriate face masks (whether disposable or reusable) must:

○ Be made with at least two layers of breathable material;

○ Fully cover the nose and mouth and secure under the chin;

○ Fit snugly but comfortably against the side of the face;

○ Be secured with ties or ear loops and allow the wearer to remain hands-free;
and

○ NOTE: Neck gaiters, open-chin triangle bandanas, and t-shirts pulled up over
the face are not acceptable face masks.

Face Shields: Provide barrier protection to the facial area and related mucous

membranes (eyes, nose, lips) and are considered an alternative to goggles. Face shields

are not meant to function as primary respiratory protection and should be used

concurrently with a medical face mask (for droplet precautions) or a respirator (for

airborne precautions) if aerosol-generating procedure is performed. They should cover

the forehead, extend below the chin, and wrap around the side of the face. Face shields

are available in both disposable and reusable options.

Gloves: Touching your face with contaminated hands, whether gloved or not, poses a

significant risk of infection. Wearing gloves does not diminish the need to wash your

hands. Please remember to wash your hands properly as it is the number-one defense

against any virus. Additionally, the proper removal of gloves reduces the risk of being

exposed to contamination. Gloves are only required for Food Services, Facilities, and

School Health Center staff when engaging in specific job duties that require PPE (ex:

serving food, facility repairs, providing direct health care services, etc.)
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Quarantine and Isolation: Quarantine Helps Slow the Spread of COVID-19

● You quarantine when you might have been exposed to the virus.

● Quarantine means to stay home.

● People who were in close contact with someone with COVID-19 must

quarantine.

● Take your temperature two times each day.

● Stay away from other people.

● Stay away from people with other health problems.

Isolation Helps Slow the Spread of COVID-19

● You isolate yourself when you have been infected with the virus, even if you

don’t have symptoms.

● Isolation means to stay away from other people.

● People with COVID-19 must stay in isolation.

● People with COVID-19 must stay away from other people.

● People with COVID-19 must stay away from people in their home.

Symptoms of Sickness The following are symptoms of sickness. If you have these symptoms, you must stay

home. Do not come to school or work on SFIS campus.

● Fever or chills

● Cough

● Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing

● Fatigue

● Muscle or body aches

● Headache

● New loss of taste or smell

● Sore throat

● Congestion or runny nose

● Nausea or vomiting

● Diarrhea
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